Hypothermia-related deaths--Utah, 2000, and United States, 1979-1-998.
Hypothermia is a medical emergency that is completely preventable. Hypothermia occurs when persons are exposed to ambient cold temperatures without appropriate protection for extended periods of time. The clinical definition of hypothermia is a core body temperature < or = 95 F (35 C). This report describes cases of hypothermia-related deaths in Utah during 2000 and describes unintentional hypothermia-related deaths in the United States during 1979-1998. The Utah cases illustrate risk factors and environmental conditions associated with hypothermia.